Solid analysis and responsible solutions

The Iowa Policy Project

Our areas of emphasis through the years have been in three broad categories: budget and tax issues,
energy and environmental policy, and economic opportunity and family prosperity. From July 2014
through June 2015, IPP produced or co-produced 30 reports or statements, made 28 staff
appearances as presenters or participants, and was quoted or cited in over 100 publications,
broadcasts or other media including 15 guest columns in Iowa newspapers.
Following are examples of IPP research in the 2014-15 fiscal year.
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Immigrants in Iowa: What New Iowans Contribute to the State’s Economy
A Threat Unmet: Why Iowa's Nutrient Strategy Falls Short Against Water Pollution
Iowa JobWatch: Monthly same-day analysis of new state job reports
Getting Energized: Wapsie Valley Community Rewarded for Energy Reduction
The State of Working Iowa 2014
Iowa: Once a Leader, Now a Laggard on the Minimum Wage
Food Insecurity: 1 in 9 Iowa Households
Number of Poor Iowans Remains High, Income Growth Not Widely Shared
Strengthening Pathways to the Middle Class
Cementing Inequity: Richest Iowans Pay Lower Tax Rate
No Income Taxes, Big Checks from State
Balanced Approach: Raise the Gas Tax — Raise the Wage
Iowa’s Problem of Priorities
More Millions for Millionaires
Keeping Ahead of the Kansans
Who Benefits Most in Flat-Tax Option Bill?

Our Funding

IPP funding in FY2015 came from individuals, organizations such as United Way chapters and labor
unions throughout Iowa, and foundations including the Stoneman Family Foundation, McKnight
Foundation, Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation, and the Fred & Charlotte Hubbell Foundation. The
Iowa Policy Project is a 501c3 organization. Contributions are tax-deductible.

Our Board of Directors

President Jennifer Sherer, director of the University of Iowa Labor Center; Vice President Sue
Ravenscroft, accounting professor at Iowa State University; co-founder Mark Smith, former
president, Iowa Federation of Labor, AFL-CIO; Shannon Cofield, Drake University; Lyle Krewson,
former state representative; Jan Laue, Iowa Alliance for Retired Americans; and Lana Shope, Iowa
Community Action Association. For FY2016, Mark Smith has retired from the board. New board
members for FY2016 are Ken Sagar, president of the Iowa Federation of Labor, AFL-CIO; Janet
Carl, Grinnell College instructor and former legislator; and Paul McAndrew, attorney.

Solid analysis. Responsible solutions.
www.iowapolicyproject.org
Annual Report FY2015

Policy for Iowa families: When numbers aren’t a game
Numbers: Too many and your eyes glaze over.
Not enough and it’s tough to make good
decisions. But which numbers make sense?
Thanks to the generous support of Iowans
and national foundations, the Iowa Policy
Project has worked for 14 years to help
Iowans make better sense of public policy
questions from the minimum wage to tax
breaks and corporate subsidies to what
resources are being made available to public schools, colleges and universities, enforcement
of laws on workplace and environmental protection. When some even play games with the
number of jobs being created in the state, someone has to serve as the nonpartisan referee and
set the record straight. That’s where IPP comes in.
We use good data to help Iowans evaluate ideas, find
solutions and talk to their neighbors and elected
officials. We focus on how public policy matters in
the lives of all Iowans — not to political careers.
IPP work in 2014-15 shows Iowans can count on our
organization to turn back the spin and find fresh
perspectives. In this brief report, find a summary of
our work and a list of highlights. For more, visit us
online at www.iowapolicyproject.org.
Thank you!
Mike Owen, Executive Director

Our mission: to promote public
policy that fosters economic
opportunity while safeguarding the
health and well-being of Iowa's
people and the environment.
By providing a foundation of factbased, objective research and
engaging the public in an informed
discussion of policy alternatives, IPP
advances effective, accountable and
fair government
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‘Without the Iowa Policy Project there would be no
watchdog for working men and women in Iowa.’
— Jeff Hartford, President, United Steelworkers Local 105, Bettendorf
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Pointing a spotlight on working family issues
!

Since IPP’s founding in 2001, wage and job quality issues have been a focus of our research.
Two things have not changed: Nothing happens in Iowa public policy to improve work life
without pressure from Iowans, and IPP is here to offer responsible policy choices backed by
rock-solid research. In the 2014-15 fiscal year, IPP kept attention on Iowa’s failure to raise
the minimum wage, and showed that an increase would benefit hundreds of thousands and
boost the state’s economy. We worked with partners to illustrate the epidemic of wage theft,
and highlighted the problem of low wages by showing that 1 in 6 Iowa working families earn
less than is needed to meet a family-sustaining household budget.

A responsible voice on energy and environmental policy
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Some find it easy to avoid the cleanup of our water, or our air, or meet the challenge of
climate change. Give us that “dirty work” of public policy. We work with those who want to
assure a clean and sustainable Iowa for future generations. In the 2014-15 fiscal year, IPP
devoted two in-depth reports to protecting water and restoring natural and cultural resources.
In media interviews, guest columns and presentations around the state, IPP co-founder David
Osterberg showed how Iowa could turn weak policy — the voluntary Nutrient Reduction
Strategy — into policy that works. We could stop more ag-based pollution and assure cleaner !
IPP staff members are quoted widely
and frequently interviewed in the Iowa
media. In May, IPP founder and
environmental expert David Osterberg
(right) joined Webster County farmers
to discuss Iowa's Nutrient Reduction
Strategy on KVFD-AM’s “Devine
Intervention” program, which hosts IPP
staff regularly. As Osterberg has written
in IPP reports, the voluntary nutrient
strategy fails to protect Iowa waters.

At a November 2015 conference in Baltimore, Research Director Peter Fisher explains to colleagues
from around the nation how IPP uses its Cost of Living in Iowa research to illustrate impacts of low
wages and inadequate work supports on family budgets.
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water if all farmers were expected to adopt two sustainable practices of their choosing. Good
policy is not enough, however. It takes a sustained commitment, as we showed in an
examination of the Resource Enhancement and Protection program, or REAP. While the
benefits of the program are clear, REAP has been underfunded from the outset.

A leader in budget and tax analysis
!

Joined by the Child & Family Policy Center, IPP is part of
the Iowa Fiscal Partnership (www.iowafiscal.org), a trusted
resource for many on budget and tax policy issues since 2003.
Led by the research of Peter Fisher, IPP’s fiscal analysis is unparalleled in Iowa. Through our
efforts, Iowans can see that — contrary to political spin — Iowa taxes are low in comparison
to many states, are very friendly to business and the wealthy, and in many respects are unfair
to low- and moderate-income Iowans. New tax cuts are constantly proposed, with little
regard to the loss of revenue needed for services, such as education, that help all Iowans.

Use our resources
Besides our websites, iowapolicyproject.org and iowafiscal.org, Iowans can find our
perspectives on issues on our blog, IowaPolicyPoints.org.
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